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corporation, and has suggested that in the case of a patient 
being too poor to pay a fee the practitioner attending should 
be paid by the authority. The chairman of the committee
expressed the opinion that in such circumstances the parish
medical officer should be sent for and it was intimated to the
deputation that the corporation had no power to pay a fee,
however willing it might be to do so.

Medical Inspection of Schools in Bristol.
At the last meeting of the health committee of the

Bristol corporation a suggestion was made by a member
of the late school board that women health visitors
should be appointed to visit the houses of working
people and to aid by their advice in improving sani-

tary conditions. The chairman of the committee (Mr.
Colston Wintle, L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng. ), spoke
in terms of approval of the suggestion but the medical
officer of health (Dr. D. S. Davies) considered the proposal
only a small part of the very important question of the
medical supervision of schools. He thought that domestic
teaching should be undertaken by the education committee
and not by the health committee which might, however, with
advantage control the general medical superviion of the
schools. Eventually a subcommittee was appointed to con-
fer with the education committee on the subject. In his

report for 1902 Dr. Davies dealt at some length with the
question of medical inspection in public elementary schools
and detailed the action already taken in this direction
in some English towns, notably in Bradford and in Bir-
mingham, and he also gave an account of the methods
of medical school inspection adopted in America and in
Germany, from which it appears that in New York there are
205 medical inspectors of schools, in Chicago 56, and in
Boston 50. Each inspector has four or five schools and
about 2000 children under his charge and he visits each
school daily, examining any child who appears to be ill or in
any way needing inspection. In the German towns where
medical school inspection is in force the inspector as a rule
only visits each school about once a month, and in addition to
inspecting the children he also examines the methods

employed for lighting, warming, and cleansing the class
rooms and the system of ventilation. Dr. Davies very
properly emphasises the desirability of securing at all times
such systematic inspection of schools as shall lead to the
discovery of the earliest symptoms of illness or of un-

suspected mild cases of infectious disease so as to prevent
outbreaks rather than to suppress them and thus to fulfil the

proper function o. preventive medicine.
Cheltenham General -Hospital.

The annual meeting of the subscribers to this institution
was held on March 16th. The report stated that during the
year 771 in-patients had been admitted against 906 in 1902
The out-patients numbered 4493 and the patients treated at
the branch dispensary were 3939, being a slight decrease in
numbers compared with the previous year. The financial
statement was satisfactory and showed an increase in sub-
scriptions and donations, but church collections and the

Hospital Saturday Fund had fallen off. Colonel Croker-
King was re-elected president.

The late Curator of Dorset County Museum.
Mr. H. J. Moule, curator of Dorset County Museum and

one of the best known antiquarians in the West of England,
died at Dorchester on March 13th. He was born at

Gillingham in 1825, being the son of the late Rev. H. Moule,
vicar of Fordington, and among his brothers are the Bishop
of Durham, Bishop Moule of Mid-China, and Archdeacon
Moule. He was for some years librarian to the late Lord
Wriothesley Russell and the late Earl Fitzwilliam respectively
and in 1881 was appointed curator of the newly erected
museum at Dorchester. There he did excellent work and was
well known as an authority on all matters of antiquarian and
historical interest. He was a prolific writer, one of his books
being Old Dorset." 

’

March 22nd. 
_________________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The New Provost of Trinity College.
AFTER an unusually long delay the announcement appeared

on March 22nd that the vacant Provostship of Trinity College
had been filled by the appointment of Dr. Anthony Traill.
Dr. Traill, although he took the degree of M.D. in 1870,

has never had any connexion with the teaching or practice of
medicine. He is not-like his recent predecessors-a clergy-
man but he has for a long period taken a strong and active
interest in the public affairs of the Church of Ireland. He
has considerable property in Antrim and is a justice, of the
peace for that county.

Stewart Institution for Imbecile Children.
The annual meeting of the council of the Stewart Institu-

tution for Imbecile Children took place at the offices,
40, Molesworth-street, Dublin, on March 18th, Dr. Walter
G. Smith occupying the chair. In moving the adoption of the
report Dr. Smith delivered an interesting address in which
he illustrated the progress from a small beginning of the
onlv institution in Ireland for the treatment of the imbecile
poor.

The Carmichael Prize Fssay.
The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland announces that

the prize for the Carmichael essay, value &pound;120, will be

adjudged on the first Thursday in November, 1904. The
contents of this essay, as is well known, are settled by the
terms of Mr. Carmichael’s will, which enjoins as its subject
the state of the medical profession in Great Britain and
Ireland and of the various hospitals and schools and the
modes of examination adopted by the licensing bodies.
Essays, which must not exceed 65,000 words in length,
should be lodged at the College on or before Julylst, 1904,
distinguished only by a device or motto.

Dublin Sanitary Association.
The annual meeting of the Dublin Sanitary Association

was held on March 21st in the hall of the Royal Dublin
Society, Mr. George R. Price, K.C., the President, occupy-
ing the chair. The draft report of the council, which was
read, directed attention to the inadequate fines that had
been inflicted for concealment of cases of small-pox
during the recent epidemic, to the dangers in connexion

with the present situation of the isolation hospital at

the Pigeon House, to the disgracefully high infantile mor-
tality, and to other matters. It recommended that part
of the equivalent grant for education, amounting to

.&185.000, might with advantage be allocated to the improve-
ment of the sanitary condition of the national schools
throughout Ireland, particularly in the direction of pro-
viding sanitary accommodation for the pupils. The Presi-
dent of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, in

proposing the adoption of the report, said that he was in
unison with those who would punish people who attempted
to conceal small-pox but they should follow the English
system and if they locked a man up in an isolation hospital
they should take care to see that his family did not suffer.
He agreed with all that the report stated as regards, the
insanitary condition of the national schools.

Queen’s College, Belfast.
The action of the Government, conveyed through Mr.

Wyndham, that it could not see its way to accede to the
representation seeking State assistance for Queen’s College,
Belfast, is unfavourably commented on in Belfast.
March 22nd. 

_________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Hospital lsolation for Cases of Contagious Disease.
AT a recent meeting of the Hospitals Medical Society

M. Debove in his own name as a member of the Conseil
de Surveillance of the Assistance Publique and also in the
name of M. Faisans, a delegate from the society to this
council, asked the opinion of his colleagues on the question
of the isolation of cases of contagious disease in hospitals.
M. Debove had recently visited the hospital at Aubervilliers
where he found every necessity for modifying the existing
state of matters. It is needful to isolate two contagious
diseases-namely, small-pox and scarlet fever. Cases of
these two diseases should therefore continue to be isolated
in the new hospital which was rising on the site of the
old wards at Aubervilliers. The other so-called infectious
diseases would be treated in the general hospitals, being
nursed by a special staff under the direction of the
physician in charge. M. Debove added that the society
ought to deliver an opinion on the matter so that the
Assistance Publique could make up its mind at once what
to do. An interesting discussion followed, in the.course of


